
 

 

 

DOWNCITY DESIGN – JOB POSTING 
Summer Academic Teachers 

 
This summer, DownCity Design (DCD) is offering three unique collaborative summer programs for high school students: 

Summer Design/Build Studio, Explore Design, and PCTA Creative Change Studio programs. DCD Design Educators will work 

together with teachers and administrators to design and deliver a 6-week experience that will get high school students 

excited about learning; provide tangible design, STEAM and social/emotional skills, and empower youth to make an impact 

on their communities. 

  

Each of the summer programs asks students to come up with solutions to a community challenge or need using the design 

thinking process. In the Design/Build Studio track, students will work together to select local non-profit or community 

organizations with identifiable challenges, and design and build small-scale structures that address those needs and 

improve the neighborhood. The Explore Design program will provide an overview of possible design career paths, including 

graphic design, industrial and product design, and architectural design, while asking them to examine how these fields can 

help to solve real world challenges. In the PCTA Creative Change Studio, students will be introduced to the principles of 

graphic, product and/or user experience design and use their skills to create design solutions for a local non-profit or 

community organization.  

 

DownCity Design is searching for academic teachers experienced in project-based learning to co-lead daily programs as part 

of the DCD Summer Studio. These teachers will collaborate with Design Educators from DownCity Design to create and 

implement project-based curricula embedded in real-world learning and youth-led design projects.   

 

Location: Providence Career and Technical Academy (41 Fricker Street, Providence) 

Dates and Times: July 8 – August 16, 2019 (6 weeks) M-F, 7.5 hrs. per day; additional dates TBD for orientations 

Compensation: Stipend based on rate of $25-30/hour, including direct service and prep time 

 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

Summer Academic Teachers will be expected to: 

● Co-design curricula and lead activities with DownCity Design educators that will integrate relevant concepts from 

their subject area to complement DCD’s design curricula and support the service learning projects. 

● Co-teach alongside DCD educators throughout the 6-week program. 

● Prepare daily lesson plans, evaluate student progress and adapt the plan for the next day in partnership with the 

DCD Design Educators. In addition, reflect on their success with the team in weekly debriefs. 

● Actively participate in 30-40 hours of pre-summer training and planning sessions. 

● Attend weekly staff meetings, final debrief, and celebration events. 

● Help develop and administer assessment activities to identify student gaps in knowledge and skill development. 

● Co-lead classroom management and address behavioral issues using positive youth development principles. 

● Supervise lunch and break blocks during the day.  
● Chaperone weekly field trips. 

● Perform other responsibilities, as needed, to help the program run smoothly. 
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Qualified candidates will have: 

● Formal experience teaching in any discipline, with a strong preference placed on proven experience designing               

project based and personalized learning opportunities for students. Preferred subject areas include: social studies,              

science and language arts.  

● Experience working with high school students. 

● RI teaching certification preferred. 

● Strong curriculum design skills, and ability to adapt curricula to respond to evolving program needs. 

● Excitement to creative collaboration and working as a team. 

● Excitement about project-based learning. 

● The ability to commit time to attend the spring orientation, trainings and planning meetings, including those on                 

4/27/19 and 5/11/19. 

● Comfort facilitating conversations about inequities in relation to race, class, and gender, and passion for social 

justice work.  

  

Deadline to apply is Friday, March 1. Please send a resume and cover letter to Lexie Whipple, Program Director, at 

lexie@downcitydesign.org. No phone calls, please. 

 

DownCity Design is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping people design solutions for their communities. Our goal 

is to improve the city of Providence by inviting citizens to imagine and create better futures, using the tools of design. Our 

free design/build programs help youth become change-makers by inviting them to create structures that respond creatively 

to challenges and opportunities in their communities. Learn more about our work at: www.downcitydesign.org.  
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